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July 16, 2025 

 

Dear Members of the New York Congressional Delegation, 

We, the undersigned organizations, urge you to unequivocally oppose the severe and 
destabilizing housing cuts proposed in President Trump’s FY2026 discretionary funding request 
and we ask you instead to fully fund federal housing programs through appropriations bills this 
year. If enacted, the President’s budget would dismantle federal housing programs by 1) cutting 
nearly $33.6 billion, a staggering 44%, from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) budget and ending emergency housing vouchers; 2) block granting rental 
assistance and homeless programs to states with full elimination of other key HUD programs; 
and 3) setting harsh and impractical time limits for HUD assistance. 

Major Budget Cuts to HUD 
Under President Trump’s proposal, New York could lose more than $4.4 billion or nearly half of 
its federal housing funds. If enacted by Congress, this budget would jeopardize the housing 
safety net for over a million people across New York State, lead to an increase in evictions and 
mortgage defaults in low-income neighborhoods, creating serious financial consequences for 
tenants, landlords and lenders. The proposed budget eliminates all funding for Public Housing 
Capital, HOME, Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) and the Fair Housing Initiatives 
Program. These programs support important preservation work to maintain livable housing 
conditions, including code enforcement and emergency repairs; new construction of affordable 
and senior housing; and civil rights enforcement efforts. 

In addition, the Trump administration also proposes to end the Emergency Housing Voucher 
Program (EHV) in 2026 rather than in 2030, the statutory deadline. New York State will 
prematurely and abruptly lose funding for 9,400 vouchers housing over 20,000 people across 
the state. This program provides rental assistance to those at risk of or experiencing 
homelessness; domestic violence survivors; and survivors of human trafficking. 

Block Granting Rental Assistance & Homeless Grants 
The President’s budget proposal shifts the federal housing safety net to states’ responsibility by 
combining current rental programs into a single block grant including Section 8 (tenant-based 
and project-based vouchers), Public Housing, Section 811 and 202 housing and cutting them by 
over $30 billion. This would undermine existing contracts with building owners and the drastic 
cuts would threaten financing for thousands of multifamily properties. 
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In 2024, New York received almost $8.8 billion for these programs but under block grant 
funding this could drop to $4.8 billion or less. These programs currently provide stable homes 
to 243,000 Section 8 voucher households, 100,000 households in project-based Section 8 units, 
and 164,000 public housing residents across the state. The mass displacement of these 
residents would destabilize not only families, but also the private housing sector, upend rental 
income for building owners, and put lenders and investors at risk of widespread loan defaults. 

The budget also proposes to block grant homeless assistance programs, including Continuum of 
Care (CoC) and Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS in the more limited, short-term 
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) framework. In New York, these programs fund long-term 
solutions like supportive housing. Replacing these with time-limited, emergency-only assistance 
will force vulnerable populations back into instability, and it will put supportive housing and 
their lenders at risk. For example, New York received $326 million in CoC funding in FY24 and 
$146 million - almost half – went to fund rental assistance to keep 8,700 households 
permanently housed according to the Supportive Housing Network of NY. 

2-Year Term Limits for Non-Elderly & Non-Disabled 
The President’s budget proposes limiting federal housing assistance to two years for all HUD-
assisted households that do not have an elderly or disabled household member.  

Up to 200,000 New York households may be subject to term limits if this proposal is enacted 
into law. In NY’s tight housing market with a shortage of affordable rental homes, this policy 
would cause mass evictions, homelessness and widespread default on multifamily mortgages in 
areas with the highest concentration of Section 8 voucher use. The ripple effects will extend to 
banks, CDFIs, and investors who have underwritten billions in loans backed by HUD-funded 
properties. In communities where public-private partnerships have preserved affordable 
housing for decades, this budget would undo years of coordinated investment. Landlords across 
New York, including 26,933 property owners in NYCHA’s Section 8 program, depend on 
consistent HUD payments to operate sustainably and service debt obligations. 

We urge you to oppose President Trump’s budget cuts; oppose block granting crucial housing 
programs to states; and oppose harmful time limits. Your leadership is critical to fully fund HUD 
programs in FY2026 appropriations and to protect the homes and futures of the people and 
communities you represent. We stand ready to work alongside you to protect and expand 
federal investment in housing that keeps New Yorkers safe, stable, and secure. 
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Sincerely, 

American Institute of Architects New York Chapter (AIANY) 
Andover Historic Preservation Corporation 
The Arker Companies 
Avante Contracting 
The Association for Neighborhood & Housing Development (ANHD) 
Benchmark Title Agency, LLC 
Bethesda House of Schenectady, Inc. 
Breaking Ground 
Bronx Pro Group LLC 
BronxWorks 
CAMBA and CAMBA Housing Ventures 
Caring for the Hungry and Homeless of Peekskill (CHHOP) 
Catholic Charities of Chemung/Schuyler Counties 
Catholic Charities Housing Office 
Catholic Charities Progress of Peoples Development (CCPOP) 
Christ Church UCC - Bronx Multi-Faith Advisory Group 
Center for Justice Innovation 
Center for NYC Neighborhoods, Inc. 
Citizens Housing and Planning Council 
Coalition for Asian American Children and Families 
Columba Services Inc 
Comunilife 
Community Service Society of New York 
Curtis + Ginsberg Architects 
Cypress Hills Local Development Corporation, Inc. 
Designing the We, Inc. 
The Doe Fund, Inc. 
Douglaston Development 
Fair Housing Justice Center 
Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies (FPWA) 
Fifth Avenue Committee 
Finger Lakes Area Counseling & Recovery Agency, Inc (FLACRA) 
Fiscal Policy Institute 
Forsyth Street Advisors 
Geto & de Milly, Inc. 
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Goddard Riverside Community Center 
Gotham 
Greater Syracuse Tenant Network 
Habitat for Humanity New York City and Westchester County 
HELP Development Corp. 
Homeless and Travelers Aid Society (HATAS) 
Hope Community, Inc 
Housing Rights Initiative 
Housing Workshop NY LLC 
The Hudson Companies 
Hudson Housing Capital 
Hudson Valley Housing Development Fund Company, Inc. 
Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness and Housing 
Klaatch 
Lantern Organization 
The Legal Aid Society 
Lifting Up Westchester, Inc. 
Long Island Housing Services, Inc. 
MBD Community Housing Corp. 
MDG Design + Construction 
Mega Contracting 
Neighborhood Coalition for Shelter, Inc. 
Neighborhood Housing Services of Queens CDC 
Neighborhood Preservation Coalition 
Neighborhood Restore HDFC 
New Destiny Housing 
New York Apartment Association 
New York State Association for Affordable Housing 
New York State Council of Churches 
New York Housing Conference 
NYS Rural Advocates 
Open New York 
Orange County Rural Development Advisory Corporation 
Part of the Solution (POTS) 
Partners for Dignity and Rights (formerly NESRI) 
Phipps Houses 
Project Hospitality 
Property Resources Corporation  
REBNY 
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RiseBoro 
Rockabill Development, LLC 
RPA 
RUPCO, Inc. 
Rural Housing Coalition of New York 
Rural Sullivan Housing Corporation 
Safety Net Project - Urban Justice Center 
Sakhi for South Asian Survivors 
Services for the Underserved, Inc. 
Settlement Housing Fund, Inc. 
Sisters of Charity Housing Development Corporation 
SKA Marin 
Smith & Henzy Affordable Group, Inc. 
Southern Tier Independence Center 
St. Nicks Alliance 
Strada Ventures LLC 
Supportive Housing Network of New York 
UHAB 
United Neighborhood Houses 
University Neighborhood Housing Program (UNHP) 
Urban Architectural Initiatives 
Vocational Instruction Project (VIP) Community Services, Inc. 
Volunteers of America-Greater New York 
Westchester Residential Opportunities, Inc.  
West Side Federation for Senior and Supportive Housing 
Women in Need (WIN) 
Xenolith Partners LLC 

  


